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HEADQUARTERS , 

OCCUPATION  FORCES, 

TRUK  AMD  CENTRAL  CAROLINE  ISLANDS. 


Information  relative  to  the  date  of  *  Perpetuation  of  testimony 
construction  of  fortifications  and  *  of  /afied  Milo,  assistant 
military  installation.!  in  Ifco  Truk  *  chief,  Moon  Island, 

Atoll  prior  to  Daor.^oer  j S  *1 ,  use  * 
of  forced  native  labor  without  * 
adequate  remuneration,  and  denial  * 
of  equal  rights  to  Americans  on  ftp.  * 

****.«***i'***«MrtA*.*aM*****«tt**4'<<**  ****■**«« 


Moen  Island,  Truk  and  Central  Carolines. 
February  25,  1946. 

Thomas  S?xtwnaria#  first  lieutenant,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

Reporter:  Georg©  C.  Lithka,  corporal,  U.  S.  Marine 

Corps  Reserve, 

Interpreter:  Artie  Moses,  chief  of  Uman  Island. 

Questions  by:  Thomas  Santamaria,  first  lieutenant,  U.  S. 

Marine  Corpos  Reserve. 


State  your  name,  permanent  home  address,  and  occupation. 
Alfred  Milo,  assistant  chief,  Moen  Island. 

How  long  have  you  lived  on  the  island  of  Moen? 

Forty-five  yotrs. 

How  long  have  you  been  living  in  the  Truk  Atoll? 
Forty-five  years. 


I 

Q.  Have  you  ar.y  knowledge  of  fortifications  or  military  installations 
constructed  by  the  Japanese  on  Moon  Island  prior  to  December.  1941? 
A,  Yes. 
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State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  the  Installation*? 

A.  During  the  letter  part  of  1936  the  Japanese  started  constructing 
a  lighthouse  on  the  eastern  tip  of  Moan*  Prior  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  lighthouse  a  dock  was  built  along  the  eastern  tip  ft  mi 
then  a  road  from  the  dock  to  where  the  lighthouse  was  to  be 
erected.  It  required  approximately  ono  year  to  complete  the 
dock,  road,  and  lighthouse.  Upon  completion  of  the  aforementioned 
projoct  the  Japanese  commenced  building  caves,  gun  emplacements, 
and  a  searchlight  platform.  Six  gar.  omplacemeucn  were  built. 

The  guns  appeared  to  to  to  have  an  eight  or  niae  ln<  h  bere. 

Those  installs* *.0"*;  »;o/o  all  in  the  linked -ate  vii  I:*:  ly  of  the 
lighthouse.  During  1Toy  r,?i  ter  cf  1939  or.  che  rountaau  cf  Uitibiun 
the  Japanese  dug  a  concrete  emplacement  similar  to  a  hut  in  which 
they  installed  r?dnr  and  erected,  two  gun  emplacements  for  the 
installation  of  fi70  or  ca  :irr.h  gnus  and  two  smaller  oneB  for 
anti-aircraft.  In  the  enmo  oeotion  two  platforms  were  constructed 
and  searchlights  placed  thereon.  Ti/o  caves  were  dug  into  the 
mountain  and  ammunition  stored  therein.  Upon  the  completion  of 
this  project  in  1940  further  development  thereabouts  was  unknown 
to  us  because  it  was  then  made  a  prohibited  area.  On  the  eastern 
end  of  the  island  a  redio  station  was  ins tallied  during  1939. 

This  building  wub  constructed  of  concrete.  In  1940  on  the 
northwest  tip  of  the  island  the  Japanese  commenced  building  an 
airstrip.  This  strip  was  completed  aftor  December  1941.  On 
the  southwestern  tip  of  the  island  at  the  same  time  another 
airstrip  was  under  construction  and  completed  aftor  December 
1941.  In  1940  on  the  northwestern  tip  of  the  island  on  the 
side  of  tho  mountain  close  to  the  airfield  two  gun  emplacements 
were  constructed  and  guns  installed  there.  They  appeared  to  mev*- ■* 
to  have  eight  or  nine  inch  bores,  also  a  platform  and  searchlight 
was  installed  there. 

Q.  Were  any  revetments  built  along  tho  airstrip  prior  to  December 
1941? 

A.  On  tho  airfield  on  tho  southwestern  tip  ono  was  built  before 
December  1941. 

Q.  Uhon  were  nil  the  pill  boxes  along  tho  shore  of  Moon  Island 
constructed? 

A.  After  December  1941. 

•  *  .  ■  •  • 

•  •  .•.-V- 

Q.  I  notice  on  the  mountain  of  Uitibiun  many  big  guns,  machine  guns, 
range  finder,  cave  housed  flat  trajectory  guns,  and  anti-aircraft 
guns,  other  than  tho  onos  already  mentioned  by  you,  when  were 
these  constructed? 

A.  After  December  1941,  I  believe  for  wo  were  not  allowed  to  go 
there  after  the  initial  construction  in  1939  and  1940. 
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I  notice  on  the  southern  tip,  slightly  in  rear  of  the  airfield, 
anti-aircraft  gun6,  cave  housed  guns,  and  machine  guns,  when  were 
these  placed  thereT 

A.  After  December  1941. 

Q.  I  notice  throughout  the  island  quite  a  few  barracks  to  house  the 
army  and  navy,  when  were  they  constructed? 

A.  After  December  1941. 

Q.  How  many  Japanese  troops  were  here  before  December  1941? 

A.  A  greet  number  of  Japanese  personnel  were  here  on  the  island,  and 
they  had  some  barracks  here  at  that  tin^also,  most  were  built  after 
December  1941, 

Q*  Do  you  know  of  any  installations  built  on  any  islands  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Moen? 

A.  Yea. 

Q*  State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  those  installations. 

A,  On  the  island  of  Mor  during  1940  a  concrete  reinforced  dock  was  built. 
Two  gun  emplacements  were  constructed  and  guns  installed  thereon, 
appearing  to  be  about  three  inches  in  diameter.  Also  buildings  were 
built  for  the  men  and  one  searchlight  was  installed  there.  Telephone 
communication  was  installed  between  that  island  and  Moen.  The  island 
has  flat  terrain  and  in  one  section  a  lookout  tower  was  built. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  installations  built  on  this  island? 

A,  Mo. 

Q.  On  what  other  islands  you  know  of  installations  being  placed? 

A.  On  the  island  of  Pi semen . during  1940.  The  exact  construction  was 
made  there  as  took  place  on  Mor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  natives  that  were  forced  to  work  by  the  Japanese 
and  not  adequately  remunerated? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  these  cases. 

A.  Prom  January  1942  until  the  end  of  the  war  I  was  forced  to  furnish  the 
Japanese  commander  on  Moen  Island  one  hundred  fifty  women  end  two 
hundred  men  per  day.  One  day  per  month  we  were  forced  to  furnish 
.labor  without  pay.  The  day  without  pay  occurred  on  the  eight  of 
each  month. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  cases  where  forced  labor  was  used  without 
adequate  remuneration? 
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A,  At  difforont  timos  when  the  Japanese  were  in  need  of  more  help 
they  would  come  to  tho  vill'go  and  call  for  any  number  they 
wished  and  refused  to  pay  for  tho  work  performed.  We  did  not 
keep  a  record  of  tho  number  of  times  this  occurred  or  the  dates. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  circumstances  rolative  to  tho  denial  of  equal 
rights  to  Americana  on  Yap? 

A.  Mo,  sir. 


Q.  Is  th?ro  any  othor  information  rola.tivo  to  the  subjects  on  which 
you  have  boon  questioned  that  you  v/ish  to  report? 

A,  No,  sir. 


/a/  Alfred  Mp.il o _ 

Alfred  Mailo, 
assistant  chief, 

Moen  Island. 

Moon  Island 

Truk  and  Central  Carolines 

I,  Alfrod  Mailo,  of  lawful  ago,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  stato 
th»t  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and 
all  answers  contained  therein  are  true  to  tho  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 


/n/  Alfred  Mailo 
Alfred  Mailo 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  mo  this  4th  day  of  March  1946. 


/ e/  T-  Santamaria _ 

T.  S.a<T*MARIA, 
1st  Lt.,  USMCA. , 
Legal  Officer. 
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Moon  Island.  *•  1 

Truk  and  Control  Carolines 

-*  Artio  Most®,  of  lawful  *-go,  doing  duly  sworn  upon  o"th  etato 
th"t  I  truly  translated  *.ho  questions  asked  and  nnswors  given  and 
that  after  "being  transcribed,  I  truly  translated  the  foregoing 
doposition  containing  JL.  pages,  to  the  witness;  that  the  witness 
thoroupon  in  my  presence  affi:cod  his  signature  thereto. 


/  s/  Artio  Mo  r,o  8 
Artie  Moaea 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  4th  day  of  March  1946. 


h'^JL  ■  Snntsnr.rJa _ 

T.  SAilT  AMARU, 
1st  Lt,,  USMCR. , 
Legal  Officer. 


I,  T.  Spntemaria,  first  lieutenant,  032989,  U.S.M.C.R,,  certify 
that  on  February  25,  1946,  poroonolly  apno*>red  bofore  mo  Alfred 
Milo,  and  gave  the  foregoing  an  s'  ora  to  the  several  questions  sot 
forth;  that  after  his  testimony  had  boon  transcribed,  the  said 
Alfred  Milo  road  tho  oamo  and  offixod  his  signature  thoroto  in  my 


presence. 

Place; 

Hoadqusrtors  Military  Govornnont, 

/  s/  T.  Se.utpjr.ari?. 

Truk  and  Central  Carolina 

T.  SARIAMAIRa, 

Islands. 

1st  Lt.,  USMCR,, 

Dato: 

i 

Islnd  Conmand,  Truk. 

- Mflrch  4t_]£4 q _ 
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